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Address on Vesak Day 2017 in Sri Lanka
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The most venerable Prof. Dr Phra Brahmapundit

Rector of Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University
President of the Interational Council for the Day of Vesak
President of the International Association of Buddhist Universities
Member of the Supreme Sangha Council of Thailand
At Bandaranaike Memorial International Conference Hall (BMICH),
Coloumbo, Sri Lanka May 12th, 2017
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The most venerable Prof. Dr Phra Brahmapundit

Rector of Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University

President of the International Council for the Day of Vesak
President of the International Association of Buddhist Universities

Member of the Supreme Sangha Council of Thailand

Your holiness Sangharajas and Mahanayakas,
Excellency Maithripala Sirisena, President of Sri Lanka,
Excellency Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India,
Respected members of the Sangha

Excellencies and friends in the Dhamma.

As president of ICDV, International Council for the Day of
Vesak and IABU, International Association of Buddhist Universities, as
rector of Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University of Thailand, and
especially as a Member of Supreme Sangha Council of Thailand, | am
very pleased and honored to be among Buddhist dignitaries, scholars
and world leaders from all over the world to participate in the 14th

United Nations Day of Vesak in this beautiful island called Sri Lanka.

As you all know, based on the recommendation of the

*Speech At Bandaranaike Memorial International Conference Hall (BMICH), Coloumbo,
Sri Lanka May 12th, 2017
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world Buddhist conference held here in Colombo in 1998, the
foreign minister of Sri Lanka at that time, Lakshman Kadirga-
mar, through his visionary leadership and persistent lobby-
ing of member nations, the General Assembly of United Nations
in 1999 adopted resolution that the Day of Vesak, which falls in
the full moon day of May, be celebrated at the UN Headquarters

in New York and its regional offices and centers around the world.

Since then, the Vesak celebration has been taking place at the UN
Headquarters in New York every year. However, due to the fact that
majority of Buddhist population live in Asia, it is not possible to bring us all
there to celebrate together. Fortunately, Thailand is a location of one of
the largest UN regional offices in Asia and the Pacific. That UN regional
center, called UNESCAP, is great enough to welcome Buddhist leaders
and scholars to celebrate the UN Day of Vesak. That's why Thailand
has been hosting the UN Vesak Day celebrations for almost every
year since 2004 except twice in Vietnam in 2008 and 2014. Here, we

come together and celebrate the 14th UN Day of Vesak in Sri Lanka.

In order to coordinate activities in celebrating the UN Day of Ve-
sak, Buddhists around the world found the ICDV, Internation-
al Council for the Day of Vesak, to function as international plat-
form for all the Buddhists and non-buddhists to work together in

the four areas of activities: (1) sustainable development, (2) cli-
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mate change or global warming, (3) education, and (4) peace

building. These four areas are within the scope of our mission of ICDV.

As aresult of our ongoing effort and regular activities, the United Nations
Economic and Social Council granted Special Consultative Statusto ICDV.

So, we are entitled to work closely with the world body and its agencies.

This year, with the full support of executive council of ICDV, Sri Lanka
plays a host country of the 14th International Vesak Celebra-
tion and  Conference. | am really grateful to Sri Lanka for making
arrangement in such a way that this celebration and conference be-
come one of the greatest event in Buddhist calendar of the year
(applause). We are proud to be a part of this celebration. We are
honored by the participation of the Prime Minister of India, and also
the President of Nepal, Buddhist dignitaries, and other world leaders.
You have come here to support us to work together in unity for world
peace. That's why we choose the main theme of our conference as

"Buddhist Teachings for Social Justice and Sustainable World Peace."

I hope that, with your deliberation and contribution, the outcome of this
celebration and conference will not be just ceremonial gathering but will
contribute for world peace and bring about the benefits to the whole world.
| believe that your participation and contribution will be a part of Kandy

Declaration to be issued on the final day of celebration and conference.
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In closing, | would like to take this opportunity, once again, to ex-
press our gratitude on behalf of Buddhist communities and partici-
pants here to the government, people and Sangha of Sri Lanka un-
der the leadership of Excellency Maithripala Sirisena, President of Sri
Lanka, and under the guidance of Mahanayakas for organizing this
wonderful celebration and conference. With the power of the Triple

Gem, may all of you be blessed with happiness, peace and longevity.

Thank you for your attention.
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